
Ask any parent, “Do you want what’s best for your child?” No doubt many moms and dads would respond 
with an incredulous look, as if to say, “Are you crazy? Of course I want what’s best for my child.”  Truly, what 

parent would willingly settle for anything less than the best? And yet, what the growing number of same-sex parents 
believe is best for their children and what God’s plan for the family, explicitly spelled out in Scripture, says is best for 
children could not be more diametrically opposed.

 From the beginning, God’s plan, His best for His children, has been clear. The beautiful language of Genesis 1:27 
tells us that God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male and female He created 
them. One man and one woman. Woman was taken out of man, fashioned from his rib to be a helper to him. While 
the first man and woman shared a unique bond, woman was not merely a copy of man. God created her to fulfill the 
need for love and companionship for man that no other in His creation could meet. Likewise, man was created by 
the Lord to satisfy those same needs for woman. 

 In God’s perfect design, the differences between men and women, both physical and emotional, complement 
and complete one another. God created these complementary differences not only to be a blessing in the marriage 
relationship and in procreation, but also to be a blessing in family relationships. Sadly, today’s “modern” families have 
rejected God’s best, His plan for marriage and family, and insist on choosing what they believe is best. If we listen 
closely, surely we can hear the haunting refrains from the Book of Judges: everyone did evil in the eyes of the LORD 
and everyone did what was right in his own eyes. Even sadder, the victims of this self-centered, deliberate, disobedient 
perversion of God’s divine order are the children who are “born” or adopted into these unnatural families.

 God created men to be fathers and women to be mothers. He knew that children need two parents — a father 
and a mother — who love and respect each other and are committed to their marriage. 

 Theodore Hesburgh is often credited with this famous quote: “The most important thing a father can do for 
his children is to love their mother.” But perhaps the more precise truth comes from blogger Darlene Schacht who 
states, “The most important thing that parents can do for their children is to love the Lord, and then reflect that 
kind of love in their marriage.”  When husbands and wives live out God’s plan for relationship with Him and with 
their spouse, their children are privileged to see what vibrant faith and a strong, committed marriage look like. They 
witness the faith and intentionality necessary to make a marriage last a lifetime and the joys and blessings that such a 
concerted effort brings. The faux marriages of same-sex couples do not afford their children this beautiful picture. 

 Similarly, as in marriage, fathers and mothers, by virtue of their innate male and female characteristics, bring a 
balance and wholeness to childrearing that contribute to the mental, physical, intellectual, emotional, spiritual, and 
social development of their children. The Lord has uniquely equipped fathers to help their sons navigate the passage 
from boyhood to manhood. Boys need a father to encourage them to embrace a strong work ethic and to eagerly 
pursue knowledge, courage, integrity, responsibility, excellence, and self-control. By his father’s example, a boy learns 
to honor and respect women and to become the kind of man a future wife will trust to make wise decisions as he 
leads their family. 

 Elayne Bennett, wife of former Secretary of Education, William Bennett, offers good advice to mothers of sons: 
“Raise sons to be the kind of man you would want to marry.” When a mother promotes the estimable characteristics 
of honesty, tenderness, gentleness, and kindness, she teaches her son how a woman wants to be treated by a man and, 
by prizing these qualities, she communicates that a woman values a man who exhibits these attributes. 

 Girls have the same need to be parented by both a father and mother as boys do. A mother commends and 
encourages the nurturing aspects of her daughter as she watches her cuddle a kitten, play with a baby doll, or care 
for a younger sibling. In her relationships and conduct, a mother models the feminine characteristics of warmth, 
graciousness, compassion, sensitivity, patience, modesty, and selflessness. 

 Young girls naturally look to their mother for support and advice as they experience physical and hormonal 
changes that signal the entry into womanhood. And who better than a mother to teach a daughter, by her own 

Natural Families and Parenting
by David E. Smith



example, what true Biblical submission looks like when the husband is the trustworthy and respected leader of 
the family? Undeniably, there is a truly special relationship between a little girl and her Daddy! He is her first love 
and he should also be her first date. A loving and involved father sets the standard against which his daughter will 
measure every other man in her life. If she feels loved and affirmed by her father, she will not need to look for love 
and approval from men who do not have her best interests at heart. 

 So how is God’s plan for marriage and family realized for children who are parented by same-sex couples? Simply 
stated, it isn’t.  

 Homosexual and lesbian “marriages” twist and distort God’s design. These unholy unions are akin to whited 
sepulchers; from the outside they may appear clean and, to some eyes, even desirable, but on the inside they are filled 
with the stench of sin and every kind of impurity. The brightly colored illustrations of infamous children’s books 
such as Heather Has Two Mommies and Daddy’s Roommate attempt to make that which is perverted seem normal. 
Yet, these works of fiction don’t represent the true stories of children who grow up in homes with same-sex parents. 
No matter how you do the math, one lesbian mom plus one lesbian mom equals zero dad(s). Is it even possible for a 
woman, regardless of her sexual orientation, to be a male role model to her son? 

 Some homosexual parents are honest enough to admit that they cannot meet every need of their opposite sex 
child. In an article written by Bill Muehlenberg, a father relates a parenting moment that appears to have occurred 
more than once. He reports, “Sometimes when my daughter, who is 7, is nicely cuddled up in her bed and I snuggle 
with her, she calls me “Mommy” in a funny way, in a high-pitched voice. Although I refer the honors immediately 
to her birth mother, I am flattered. But saddened as well, because she expresses herself in a voice that is not her own. 
It is a stuffed animal voice. She expresses not only love; she also expresses alienation. She can role-play the mother-
daughter relationship, but she cannot use her real voice, nor have the real thing.” At the tender of age of 7, this 
child knows that she is not experiencing the best, because an integral part of her family unit is missing.  Due to the 
self-centered desires of her fathers, she has been deprived of the love and guidance of the mother she deserves. How 
comfortable will this child be asking her “Mommy” sensitive questions when puberty approaches; how eager will she 
be to introduce a boy that she likes to her homosexual fathers? 

 Girls parented by lesbian mothers and boys parented by homosexual fathers face a slightly different challenge 
than children who are raised by parents of the sex opposite their own. Many children strongly identify with their 
same-sex parent — girls often want to be a nurse like mom or boys plan to enter the same branch of the military 
as dad. But what if you’re the heterosexual daughter of two lesbian moms? Do you feel pressure to be just like your 
moms in your sexual proclivities, especially if you are the biological child of one of the women? Or as a son, do you 
worry that your fathers might be disappointed in you when they find out that you’re attracted to girls? 

 Children, especially in their formative years, need and deserve to have the stable home life that a married, male 
father and female mother can provide. Countless research studies, including those of MARRI (Marriage and 
Religion Research Institute), as well as old-fashioned common sense, indicate that children do best when they 
are raised by their married father and mother. It is heartbreaking to contemplate the confusion and insecurity the 
children of same-sex parents face at school, in the community, and at home. Children are our most precious resource, 
our hope for the future; yet, they are vulnerable, defenseless, unable to advocate for themselves and ask for what they 
need and deserve. 

 Who will be a voice for these children; who will be their champion? It’s time for the Church to speak up, for 
faith-based organizations to speak up, for all who believe God’s perfect plan for marriage and family was established 
to the glory of God and for our benefit to speak up and step up. These children deserve more; they deserve God’s 
best.  ❚
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